QUARTER TWO

CRITIQUE




While summary is critical to understanding an argument—and demonstrating your understanding of an argument, critique is one of the key measures of an educated person. An educated person can take an argument and discern whether it’s valid or not, and to what degree it succeeds or fails. Unfortunately, there is no formula or template for determining the validity of an argument. In order to be able critique an argument, you will have to bring all of your accumulated experience and education to your reading and writing. Critique will require knowledge, sensitivity, imagination, and discernment. These skills cannot be learned by reading this handout or doing an assignment; they can only be learned through consistent and repeated practice (this is, of course, why English is the only subject required in every one of your first fourteen years of school). For this course, the basis for critique is going to revolve around two main questions:

· To what extent does the author succeed in his/her purpose? 
· To what extent do you agree with the author?

[bookmark: _GoBack]A critique is a formalized, critical reading of a passage. It is also a personal response, but writing a critique is considerably more rigorous than saying that: Goleta is as characterless as the neighborhood in Edward Scissorhands, DP has the best English department in Santa Barbara, or that pots de crème is the best desert in the world. These, of course, are responses, and perhaps they are even valid (especially the one about pots de crème), but such simplistic responses don’t illuminate the subject. You have to explain how you arrived at your conclusion for them to rise to the level of critique.
A critique is a systematic evaluation that deepens your reader’s—and your own—understanding of a passage or reading. Remember, every person brings an entire set of assumptions about a piece of writing. Whether these assumptions are stated or not, they are the basis for every piece of systematic evaluation that you speak or write. Therefore you have an obligation both to the reader and to yourself, to make your assumptions explicit. Not only do you allow your reader a deeper understanding of your evaluation by this forthrightness, but you also learn in the process. This is one of the reasons why college instructors put such an emphasis on writing—they use it as a tool to hone students’ critical thinking skills.
A critique is the “I say” to the summary’s “they say.” After you have proven your understanding of the author’s claims in your summary, critique is your chance to enter into the academic conversation and give your opinion. Critique (along with summary) is also an “academic move” that you will incorporate into longer persuasive essays called arguments. In fact, the easiest way to think of critique is to think of it as a “short argument,” and necessary component to “full arguments.”
The first, and most frequent, critique in English 9 Honors is a one paragraph (three quarters to one page) critique. It will begin with a thesis; this thesis will be your thesis about the author’s thesis. The remainder of the paragraph will be your systematic evaluation of the author’s argument. Remember to consider the two questions of critique: to what extent does the author succeed in his/her purpose? and to what extent do you agree with the author? in your paragraph.

The format of the critique will be as follows:

Sentence 1: Your thesis about the author’s thesis from the article
Sentence 2: A quotation or paraphrase from the article that highlights the area of the article that you are critiquing (concrete detail)
Sentence 3: Your opinion about the quotation or paraphrase (commentary)
Sentence 4: Your opinion about the quotation or paraphrase (commentary)
Sentence 5: A second quotation or paraphrase from the article that highlights the area of the article that you are critiquing (concrete detail)
Sentence 6 Your opinion about the quotation or paraphrase (commentary)
Sentence 7: Your opinion about the quotation or paraphrase (commentary)
Sentence 8: Paragraph Conclusion

As you become a more mature critique writer, this formula for critique writing will be removed, and you can craft it as you wish. With maturity also will naturally come a greater ratio of commentary to concrete detail; after-all, a critique strives to demonstrate your opinion.
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